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AMFNOMEP^s TO TWE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the claims as set forth below. TMslistingof claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (currently amended) A method of remotely generating an instrument, comprising: 

a) receiving a request from a customer for fee aa instrument; 

b) generating the instrument in electronic form; 

c) adding a first security image in electronic form to the electronic form of the instrument 
to create a composite image; and * 

d) transmitting the composite image in electronic form to the customer for printing by 

the customer[[.]] on a medium, 

o^t, the first security image is visible on the instrument printed on the medium. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1. wherein the first security image comprises a 
watermar k that appears as a part of the compooitc imago when printed . 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the first security image is invisible 
on a photocopy of the instrument printed on the medium. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the eompooito imago is for printing 
efira-medium havia g comprises a second security image. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the second security image is 
invisible on the instrument printed on 1he medium a nd is visible on a photocopy of the 
instrumen t printed on the medium. 

6. (original) The method of claim 5, wherein the second security image comprises the word 
"void". 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the ^ omponita image is for printing 
en-a-medium having comprises a second security image. 
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8. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the second security image is 
invisible on the instrument printed on the medium and is visible on a photocopy of the 
iwgtmmftn t printed on the medium. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the second security image comprises the word 
"void". 

10. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the instrument comprises a monetary 
- instrument, 

11. (original) The method of claim 10, wherein the instrument represents certified funds. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the instrument is generated by an issuing 
financial institution, the funds are certified by the issuing financial institution and the customer 
holds a deposit account with the issuing financial institution. 

13. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein the funds are withdrawn from the customer's 
deposit account. 

14. (original) The method of claim 10, wherein the instrument comprises at least one of a 
stock certificate and a bond. 

15. (original) The method of claim 10, wherein the request comprises at least one of an 
amount, a denomination and a currency of the monetary instrument. 

16. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising a-step-ef e) associating a 
unique identification number with the instrument. 

17. (currently amended) A method of remotely generating an instrument representing 
certified funds, comprising: 

a) receiving a request from a customer for the an instrument; 

b) generating the instrument in electronic form; 

c) adding a first security Image in electronic form to the electronic form of the instrument 
to create a composite image; and 

d) transmitting the composite image in electronic form to the customer for printing by 
the customer[[;]] on a mediunu 
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wherein the first security image is comprises a watermar k OiaL a p pears ns a p u t nf 
Qmi mmuu,im iuyflr whrn pitntn*. whwrin fiirtVr the first security image asd-is visible 
™ th. in^-m^t uri pwl nn the mediu m , whe r ein further the first security image is 
invisible on a photocopy of the instrument printed on the medium, 

the composite image b for printing nr. n medium haviag- comprises a second 
security image, wherein the second security image feeing is invisible on the instrument 
printed on the ynadmm. wherein further the f ^^nA secniritv image is afld-visible on a 
photocopy of the ™gt™™ P nt printed on the medium, and 

the instrument is generated by an issuing financial institution, the funds are 
certified by the issuing financial institution and the customer holds a deposit account with 
the financial institution. 

18. (currently amended) A system that remotely generates an instrument, comprising: 

a processor that receives from a customer a request for [flhe]] an instrument, 
generates the instrument in electronic form and adds a first security image in electronic 
form to the electronic form of the instrument to create a composite image; and 

a communications module that transmits the composite image in electronic form 
to the customer for printing by the customer on a medium[[.]] A 

wherein the first security image is visib le on the instrument printed on the 

medium. 

19. (currently amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the first security image comprises 
a watennark that appears as apart of the composite imago whon printed . 

20. (currently amended) The system of claim 19, wherein the first security image is invisible 
on a photocopy of the hwtn"™'"* r" ntftd nn the medium. 

21 . (currently amended) The system of claim 20, wherein the w mpo a i ta imago is for 
printing on a medium having comprises a second security image. 

22. (currently amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein the second security image is 
invisible on the instrument printed on me medium and is visible on a photocopy of the 
instrumen t printed on the medium. 
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23. (currently amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the ^ lu pooito imaged 
printing on a meftiiim having com prises a second security image. 

24. (currently amended) The system of claim 23, wherein the second security image is 
invisible on the instrument prints nn the medium and is visible on a photocopy of the 
initniTT^i"™^ Qn me medium. 

25. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the instrument comprises a monetary 
instrument that represents certified funds. 

26. (original) The system of claim 25, wherein the instrument is generated by an issuing 
financial institution, the funds are certified by the issuing financial institution and the customer 
holds a deposit account with the financial institution. 

27. (original) The method of claim 18, wherein the instrument has associated with it a 
unique identification number. 

28. (currently amended) A system that remotely generates an instrument representing 
certified funds, comprising: 

a processor that receives a request from a customer for the instrument, generates 
the instrument in electronic form, and adds a first security image in electronic form to the 
electronic form of the instrument to create a composite image; and 

a communications module that transmits the composite image in electronic form 
to the customer for printing by the customer on a medium, 

wherein the first security image is comprises a watermark-fcul app ears afl a part o f 
fee composite imago when printecf ^w herein further the first security imafi g and-is visible 
on the instrument r"^ on the meH i.im. wherein further th« first security imageis 
invisible on a photocopy of the instrument printed on the medium, 

the feompooitc image io for printing op ^m edium having, comprises a second 
security image, wherein the second security image feeing is invisible on the instrument 
printed on the ^eHiiim. wherein further the s «™ri security image is and-visible on a 
photocopy of the instrument printed on the medium, and 
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Hie instrument is generated by an issuing financial institution, the funds are 
certified by the issuing financial institution and the customer holds a deposit account with 
the financial institution. 
29-65. (canceled) 

66. (currently amended) An electronically readable recording medium containing a program 
that when run by a processor performs the steps of: 

a) receiving a request from a customer for a remotely generated instrument; 

b) generating the instrument in electronic form; 

c) adding a first security image in electronic form to the electronic form of the 
instrument to create a composite image; and 

d) transmitting the composite image in electronic form to the customer for printing by 
the customer onamedjum[[.]L 

wWin the first security image i ft ™ihle on the instrument printed on the medium. 
67-68. (canceled) 

69. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein adding a first security image in electronic form to 
the electronic form of the instrument to create a composite image comprises modulating 
the brightness of specific image pixels of the first security image. 

70. (new) The method of claim 17, wherein adding a first security image in electronic form 
to the electronic form of the instrument to create a composite image comprises 
modulating the brightness of specific image pixels of the first security image. 

71 . (new) The system of claim 18, wherein the processor adds the first security image in 
electronic form to the electronic form of the instrument by modulating the brightness of 
specific image pixels of the first security image. 

72. (new) The system of claim 66, wherein adding a first security image in electronic form 
to the electronic form of the instrument to create a composite image comprises 
modulating the brightness of specific image pixels of the first security image. 
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